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SECTION : 2 ELIGIBILITY 

PRESUmPTIVE ELIGIBILITY concept 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

American Samoa will use a concept of presumptive eligibility, which 
does not involve i n d i v i d u a l  eligibility determinations. Rather 
American Samoa will annual ly  estimate the number of individuals who 
f a l l  below an estimated needsorpoverty level. This number of 
individuals will bedetermined t o  bepoor and thus "presumed eligible"
for Medicaid health care services w i t h  Federal Financial Participation.
Thenumber of presumed eligibles will beused i n  the computation o f  
Title X I X  Federal Financial Participation described i n  Section 6 of 
this Plan. 

ANNUAL DETERMINATION OF PRESUMED ELIGIBLES REPORT 

1.  	 This will beused t o  reportthe number o f  presumed eligiblesfor 
Medicaid matching. I t  will be prepared annual ly  and submitted t o  
HCFA Region I X  by August 15 of each year, and revised i f  more 
current databecome available before the nextcomputation period. 

2. 	 I t  will consist of the following four steps, along w i t h  a detailed 
description of the presumptive eligibility methodologyused and 
any underlyingassumptions: 

( a )  StepI-DetermineAmericanSamoa'spoverty level by family size 
List the poverty level by family size determined by the 
U.S. Office of Management and Budget for the 48 States and 
Washington, D.C. 

Compute the lowest of the : ( 1 )  Ratio of American Samoa's 
medianincome t o  the U.S. median income; or ( 2 )  The ratio 
of AmericanSamoa'smedian income t o  the medianincome of 
theState receiving the h i g h e s t  FMAP. The medianincomes 
shall befrom the sameyear closest t o  the year of determination 
wheredata are available for the U.S., State, and American
Samoa. 
Multiply the levels i n  ( 1 )  by the ratio i n  ( 2 )  t o  determine 
the poverty levels by family size for American Samoa. 

Adjus t  the poverty levels computed i n  Step 1(a)(3) by a 
deflator factor which is based upon the ratio of the publ ic
assistance needs standards to  the poverty level i n  the U.S. 

( b )  Step 2-DetermineAmericanSamoa'sincome levels 

( 1 )  I f  available, census data adjusted for population and income 
changes up t o  the most current year possible will beused 
t o  determineincome levels by family size.: 



(2) 	 If current census data are not available,  a surveyof the  
previous year's tax re turns  will be conducted i n  order t o  
determine the  incane levels by family s ize .  

(3 )  	 If nei ther  ( 1 )  nor (2) are avai lable ,  exis t ing data will be 
u t i l i z e d ,  u n t i l  more current data becanes available.  T h i s  
data  is based on a 1977 study of families by income categories
and a 1980 survey of families by size. 

(c) 	Step 3: Canputation of presumed E l i g i b l e s  

Cornpare American Samoa's income leve ls  established i n  Step  2 
w i t h  American Samoan presumed poverty levels es tab l i shed  in 
Step 1 t o  compute t h e  number of presumed eligibles. 

(d) 	 Step 4: Determinationof Total American Samoa Population 

( 1  1 Total Population for computation year 

(2) E s t i m a t e  of Total Illegal Aliens 

( 3 )  Estimate of Total Tourists on Is land  

C. 	 SUBMITTAL OF eligible COMPUTATIONS TO ?HE REGIONAL OFFICE 

These computations will be sen t  t o  the HCFA R.O. i n  the  following reports:  

( 1)  Table 6,  Fiscal Y e a r  End Reconciliation of Es t imated  VersusActual 
costs, ll--see Section 6 f o r  f'urther explanation; and 

ii.HCFA'S APPROVAL ROLE 

The HCFA Region IX Office m u s t  approve the Annual Determination of 
Presumed Eligibles Report prior to  the award of FFP f o r  each fiscal 
year. 
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